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Radio Amateurs Test 
Emergency Readiness 


by Mark Abrams, The Reading Eagle 


READING, PA — A mixed array of wires, radio 
towers, Campers, and tents dotted a windswept hill 
off Mohn’s Hill Road in Spring Township ona Satur- 
day afternoon. 

The amateurs, or “hams,” twisted the knobs and dials 
on their radios and launched a 24-hour emergency com- 
munications drill designed to test their readiness to 
respond in the event of a disaster. 

The “dits and dahs” of Morse Code crackled from the 
speaker of one radio propped on a portable table in a 
camper. Sitting close by, one of the operators scribbled 
letters on a piece of paper, turning the sounds into the 
words of a message. 

A few yards away in a tent, another operator barked 
“CQ” into a microphone — meaning “Calling all Hams” 
— andaradio operator ata ham stationin southern Texas 
responded. 

The messages, transmitted between ham operators 
throughout the United States and Canada, are simple 
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Edward J. DeFrees and James F. Stamm operating a portable ham radio 
station during Field Day, an annual Amateur Radio emergency pre- 
paredness exercise sponsored by the ARRL. 


(photo by Bud Reber) 


Mississippi Twister Brings Hams to the Rescue 


WATER VALLEY, MS — Tornados in Mississippi 
brought radio amateurs to the rescue on April 21. Bill 
Ford, Mississippi State Civil Defense Communications 
Officer, reported that local Amateur Radio operators 
were active at the State Emergency Management 
Agency, the State Civil Defense Office, the National 
Guard, Salvation Army, and the Mississippi Baptist Con- 
vention Disaster Relief Team. 

The tornado left sixteen dead and around 100 injured. 
Damage was spread over a ten-county area in Northern 
Mississippi. Preliminary damage estimates reached over 
$20 million. Four counties were declared federal disaster 
areas. Water Valley was ‘‘almost completely flattened.” 

Ford said, “From the standpoint of the Mississippi 
Emergency Management Agency, we could not have 
managed the disaster relief operations without the ama- 


Of particular value following the Water Valley tornado and other 
emergencies in the Magnolia State is the Disaster Relief van, owned 
and operated by the Mississippi Baptist Convention and manned by 
volunteer Amateur Radio operators. 

(Photo courstey Jim Buffington) 


2 AMATEURADIO, AUGUST 1984 


teurs’ support.” 

Jim Buffington, American Radio Relay League Public 
Information Officer for Mississippi, added that members 
of the Tupelo Amateur Radio Club and the National 
Weather Service (NWS) had set up a tornado watch and 
made several twister sightings, which were confirmed by 
NWS radar. 

Dusty Perkins, Public Information Officer for the Mis- 
sissippi Emergency Management Agency, was at the 
Emergency Operations Center when the tornado hit. All 
communications to and from the EOC were provided by 
the Amateur Radio Service. Perkins said that “the help 
from hams was critical — communications facilities were 
at a minimum. We had minor radio troubles here and 
there, and the hams really came through for us. | know 
that the state of Mississippi appreciates their efforts.” 


ETRE 


Lt. Col. Jimmy Stiglets of Mississippi Army National Guard (seated) is 
flanked by Bill Ford, Mississippi Emergency Operations Center Com- 
munications Officer, and Gene McGahey, Mississippi Section Emer- 
gency Coordinator. Stiglets coordinated personnel with Major Mike 
Hindeman in tornado ravaged Water Valley via Amateur Radio, the 
only communications available to and from the area for many hours. 

(Photo courtesy Jim Buffington) 


WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE AMATEUR 
RADIO SERVICE? Contact Perry Williams, ARRL’s 


Washington Area Coordinator, and arrange for a 
personal visit by calling (202) 296-9107. 


Emergency Readiness 


*~ 


A “secret” of reliable ham radio communications is a tall antenna. 


Here, Steven M. Dobbs, President of the Reading Radio Club, and 


Richard E. Ahrens erect a portable antenna tower that will put the radio 
antennas high and in the clear. 


(photo by Bud Reber) 


Along League Lines 


not leaked before Mah and the farmers came. It was their 
fault. Neighbor was set against neighbor. Violence and 
strife ripped Nacirema apart. The accountant, purchas- 
ing agent and construction chief collected huge bonuses 
that permitted them to retire to Adirolf, aland of sun and 
fun. And so it is. 

A silly fable? Yes, but it has a modern counterpart. TV 
sets, stereos and most other consumer electronic devices 
should have built-in filters to prevent radio waves from 
entering their circuitry and disrupting their functioning. 
Such filtering and shielding requires a few extra compo- 
nents and better construction materials and techniques. 
Such things raise the cost of producing each unit by a few 
cents. The accountants, purchasing agents and construc- 
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ones. But the importance of the ‘Field Day” exercise 
goes far beyond the messages. 

“It gives us practice in handling rapid radio transmis- 
sions and information in near emergency conditions,” 
explained Eric Olena, local Emergency Communications 
Coordinator for the Reading Radio Club. 

Olena, who is responsible for organizing the local ham 
operators in the event of a disaster, said the drill is bene- 
ficial in testing the readiness of the hams. 

Al Zimmerman, who coordinated the technical prepa- 
rations for the drill, said the hams have the capability to 
set up emergency communications between themselves 
within minutes of a disaster. 

“We can have immediate communication for coordi- 
nating things,” Zimmerman explained. “A lot of hams 
also have portable power supplies and can take their 
equipment out in the field. Within about two hours we 
can have stations working on both short and long- 
distance communictions.”’ 

To demonstrate that portability, the hams used 
gasoline-powered generators to provide electricity to 
operate their radios. 

Olena said ham operators have provided communica- 
tions during major power outages, floods, tornadoes, 
and even a nuclear accident. 

“The Harrisburg area hams really went into action 
during the Three Mile Island accident,” Olena recalled. 
“Those situations make us aware of our responsibilities 
within our hobby.” 


(Reprinted with permission from the Reading, PA Eagle) 
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tion chiefs usualy get their way (and their bonuses) and 
leave these protective devices out. After all, the consu- 
mer can’t look at a TV set in the show room and tell if it is 
properly shielded and filtered against interference. The 
party line from industry is that few consumers live neara 
source of radio waves. It never rained in Nacirema 
either. 

But the climate has changed in the last decade. Radio 
transmitters are everywhere. The rains have come, and 
the roofs have been found wanting. Neighbor is often set 
against neighbor. The solution is to build it right to start 
with. Meanwhile, the accountants, purchasing agents 
and construction chiefs have retired to sunny Florida on 
their fat bonuses. And so it is. 
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Once upon a time in the desert land of Nacirema, a 
skilled carpenter named Yrral went into business build- 
ing houses for the local population. Yrral was a true 
craftsman, and soon his work was praised far and near. As 
his reputation grew, so did his business. Yrral was forced 
to hire many people to assist him. With each new 
employee, Yrral was able to devote less personal atten- 
tion to each house that his company built. And so it is. 

Soon Yrral had an accountant, a purchasing agent and 
a construction chief. Yrral turned over most of the busi- 
ness to these hired hands and spent more time with his 
family and friends. The accountant, purchasing agent 
and construction chief began to talk among themselves 
about how foolish Yrral was for buying only the best 
materials for his houses. “If we can cut costs while main- 
taining the appearance of quality, we will be able to 
increase company profits,” said the accountant. “Surely, 
Yrral will give us great bonuses if we can accomplish 
this,” said the purchasing agent. “I know where we can 
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cut back without anyone ever finding out,” said the 
construction chief. 

“It hasn’t rained here in Nacirema in years,” went on 
the construction chief. “Why should we continue to use 
expensive materials for the roofs? We can use cheaper 
roofing material, and no will ever know.” The others 
agreed. 

Profits rose dramatically. Yrral was happy, and the 
customers who purchased the houses were happy. Life 
was good for a few years, until Mah, the farmer, moved 
to Nacirema. Mah was no ordinary farmer. He was also 
an accomplished wizard. But there are limits, even to 
wizardry. Without water, Mah’s crops could not grow. So 
Mah began to devote all his powers to conjuring up rain. 
As Mah’s power began to work the climate began to 
change, slowly but surely. First, it was just a drizzle over 
his own land. As he practiced, his powers increased. As 
his power increased, the rain increased. Mah’s farm 
flourished. a 

Others saw the wonders of things growing on Mah’s 
land and asked him for help. Mah was a generous man, 
and so he brought rain to other parts of Nacirema. Other 
farmers flourished, too. Life flowed through the land. 

Unfortunately, not all was well. Yrral’s houses leaked, 
and they leaked badly. Everyone knew that Yrral built 
quality houses, so it must not be his fault. The houses had 
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